12/9/25, 5:26 PM Preview - It's Electric Newsletter February 2025

It's Electric!

News + Monthly,.Updates

MN350's Clean
Transportation Team

Dear {{FirstName or 'Friend'}} ,

After the last few cold weeks, this weekend started to feel a bit like Spring.
I've lived in Minnesota long enough to not be fooled that this is Spring, but it
does make me hopeful for what’s ahead, both in terms of weather and our
Clean Transportation Team.
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While our team faced and continues to face a lot of challenges that started
this Winter, we have some exciting opportunities coming up in the Spring.
First off, we’re going to create written and verbal testimonies in support of a
bill in the MN legislature that would fund Level 2 and 3 charging stations. If
you're interested in creating a written comment in support of ESB charging,
join us at our next meeting (more info below)!

Another bit of hope this Spring is that the MN Department of Commerce’s
next round of ESB funding is open now until May 13th! Our team is all
hands on deck in getting the information to school boards. If you're
interested in your school district getting ESB funding, click here for
information you can send them. Our team will also attend more school board
meetings in the next few months. If you're looking for a way to take action,
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come join us at these meetings! If you're interested, you can even make a
public comment at your district’s meeting!

Read Sonita’s updates section below for more information on our previous
and upcoming work.

February: «

The season of love and change. This month, we held two team meetings and
got to see new and old faces, which is always such a treat. Additionally, just
like how the ground is slowly unthawing, so are the federal funds (for now).

Last week, we received word that applicants for the EPA's Clean School Bus
2023 _Grant Program and the 2024 Clean Heavy Duty Vehicle Grant Program
have had success and access to withdraw their funds. Both of these programs
are through the ASAP portal, which is the federal portal that all grants come
through.

Currently (as of today 2/24/25), the rebate funds are still frozen. The EPA
Clean School Bus Rebates are accessible through the SAM.gov portal, which
is different than the ASAP Portal. With this information, if you know of
any district or your own that applied for either of the grants (Clean School
Bus 2023 Grant Program or the 2024 Clean Heavy Duty Grant Vehicle Grant
Program) please pass this message on to them. We don't know how long the
ASAP portal will be open, and it is crucial that the Minnesota awardees
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withdraw their funds as soon as possible, we must keep whatever funds we
can get in Minnesota.

You can use this template to ask for the funds from the ASAP portal or send
it on to school districts you know who have been awarded grants.

We currently are unsure when or if the SAM.gov portal will open, we are
hopeful however as the ASAP portal is opening hopefully soon so will the
SAM.gov or at least we will have a more definite answer on the timeline /
how these funds will be dispersed.

On some more positive news, however, as Brianna mentioned above- the
Minnesota Department of Commerce's Electric School Bus Equipment RPF
opened on February 10th and is open until May 13th, 2025.

There is about $8M or so left of the remaining $13M from the Department of
Commerce Electric School Bus Grant Program, depending on how many
applicants there are and the amount they are requesting- there may not be
any more funding rounds after this.

This is why it's so important to make sure districts know about this in-state,
specific, protected funding that is available right now! Let's get it done!

March: #

Crossing our fingers for some luck this coming month! We've got a few
different opportunities lined up; this includes team meetings plus attending
school board meetings with the Department of Commerce RFP is open right
now. Our team meetings this month are on March 5th and 19th, and we'll be
going over how to advocate for your communities and the planet.

This also includes opportunities to advocate for funding the necessary
charging infrastructure to make sure Minnesota's electric school buses can
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make the drive not only through their district but also surrounding districts.
The Trump administration has cut NEVI (National Electric Vehicle
Infrastructure) program, so it's even more important to make sure that the
necessary charging infrastructure is enforced and available. Especially for
our more rural districts, as the students and bus drivers have to be on the
buses even longer than those that run within the Metro.

It's important to give credit where credit is due as well, that's why re-visiting
school districts that have previously applied for electric school bus funds,
along with still pushing other districts to apply, is so important. Being in
such a space of uncertainty right now, districts hearing that their actions are
being seen, thanked for, and provided credit not only helps strengthen our
relationship with school boards- but also keeps the conversation going.
That's exactly what we are going to focus on in March, whether it's through
written pieces, educating others, and speaking up.

We'll have training on how to do all these things, and I'd love to have you join
us if you can. Below are our team meeting dates + you have the option to sign
up for a meeting. Can't wait to see what luck we can create in March!

Thank you for doing the hard work of supporting clean transportation in
Minnesota. I hope Spring gets here soon, and with it brings more funding for
ESBs for our schools!

In Solidarity,

Sonita and Briana with MN350 Clean Transportation Team

Join Us at Our Next Team Meeting!

Join us for our upcoming Clean

3 Transportation Team Meetings:

L ¢ March 5th, 2025: 6:30-7:30pm,
o o Clean Transportation Team Meeting
(MN350's Office or Virtual)

¢ March 19th, 2025: 6:30-7:30pm,
Clean Transportation Team Meeting
(MN350's Office or Virtual)

MN<350

€ Make Your Voice Heard!
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Encourage your school board and state
representatives to support ESBs in
Minnesota!

* Email to representatives
supporting ESB funding in
Minnesota!

e March 5th team meeting:
Come create written and verbal
testimonies to support the MN
Legislature passing a bill for more
electric chargers!

e St. Paul Public School Board
Meeting March 18th 5:30pm:
Join us to show appreciation for
the board applying for and
receiving 25 ESBs from the 2023
Clean School Bus Grant Program

¢ Send your school board
information about the MN
Department of Commerce's ESB
funding (read more below!)

MN Electric School Bus Funding

MN Department of Commerce’s Electric School
Bus Equipment program is open until May 13th
Districts can get 80-90% of the cost of ESBs
covered

65-95% of other associated costs can be covered
Checkout the webpage here!

¥ Funding Opportunities We Cannot Miss! ¥

®:Email to representatives supporting ESB funding in Minnesota!

The EPA funding is slowly unthawing, but we don't know if it will freeze back over
again, or if it will ever all be accessible again. This is why it is so important to let
your representatives know in Washington DC that electric school buses matter to
you and Minnesota.

& Minnesota Department of Commerce

1) There were 2 rounds of funding in 2024, and now we've got another round!
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1) The RFP is open now and closes on May 13th, 2025. It's a packed application,
however, so it's important to start the necessary documents and conversation as
soon as possible.

Who can apply? Independent and special school districts, Tribal contract
schools, as well as transportation providers and utilities representing a school
district. See the updated RFP here for more details about what districts need to

apply!

¢ Electric School Buses in the News ¢*

¢" "Wisconsin receives nearly $18M for clean buses, dump trucks": Article on the
funding Wisconsin received from the Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles Grant Program
under the Inflation Reduction Act.

¢ “Plugged in: How one Wisconsin school bus driver likes his new electric bus":
Story of a Wisconsin school district’s and a bus driver’s experience with
purchasing and driving ESB.

¢" “Sioux City Community School District board votes to purchase 15 electric
buses”: News story on Sioux City Iowa deciding to purchase ESBs.

Want to continue to receive the It's Electric Monthly Newsletter?
This is our Clean Transportation monthly newsletter, It's Electric! You are receiving this newsletter because,
in the last year, you've either taken action, come to an event, or attended a clean transportation team

meeting.

You will receive this newsletter on the final Monday of each month where we will be recapping what
happened this month, and what is to come along with any other news or updates.

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please let us
know.

You + MN<350

= climate justice

ENE
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