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It’s Electric!
* News + Monthly Updutes*

MN 350'S CLEAN TRANSPORTATION TEAM

Dear {{FirstName or 'Friend'}} ,

Happy Summer! I hope you have gotten a chance to get outside and enjoy the
nice weather, despite the chaos happening in the world. Even with all of the
negative turbulence, I'm excited for the work our team has coming up in July.

During the beginning of June, our group was keeping an eye on the state
budget. The state budget process is something that was previously (and is
still a bit of) a mystery to me.

If you're in the same boat, here’s a bit of background info you can read before
checking out Sonita’s budget update below:

%% Our team was hoping a bonding bill that included SF 1888 and HF 1653
would be passed. SF 1888 + HF 1653 would fund electric vehicle charging
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infrastructure across Minnesota.

%% Abonding bill allows the state to fund infrastructure projects with cash
or by issuing bonds that investors buy. See linked article about a bonding bill
from 2022 for an explanation on how the process works.

us  The MN legislature passed the 2025 budget during a special session a
few weeks ago. During the special session a bonding bill was passed, but
neither bill was included this year.

A bonding bill allows the state to fund infrastructure projects either using
cash or by issuing bonds that investors buy (see description in this article
about a previous MN bonding bill for more information on what the bill is)

With state and national funding for electric school buses being tight, our
team began brainstorming other electric opportunities.

At our last team meeting, we discussed going to town festivals and national
night outs to promote electric buses, helping schools with the Solar for
Schools program, and going to electric vehicle shows.

If any of those ideas sounds interesting to you (or if you have other ideas),
join us at our meeting on July gth! We will have more information soon
about which projects we will take on.

See below for Sonita’s updates about our work in June and our upcoming
projects in July!

June:

The summer has officially kicked off here in Minnesota. No federal or state-
funded programs are open this month; however, we do have some exciting
updates to share.

Firstly, in case you missed it,

The Minnesota Department of Commerce 2024 Electric School Bus
Equipment Awardees:

North St Paul - Maplewood - Oakdale District 622 (3)
Red Lake Schools (3)

Eden Prairie Schools District 272 (2)

Edina Public Schools (2)

Minneapolis Public Schools (2)

The Minnesota Department of Commerce 2025 Electric School Bus
Equipment RFP has closed now, but is expected to alert applicants by next
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week. Once the contracts have been finalized they will plan to announce the
selected schools, it looks like we will have over 10 more electric school buses
running through our state.

I also wanted to take this moment to acknowledge the violence that occurred
on June 14th, as we all mourn the lives of Speaker Emerita Melissa Hortman
and her husband, Mark. Although our team did not work specifically with
Representative Hortman, she did incredible, fierce work for Minnesota.
Through this loss I've seen Minnesotans come together in a multitude of
ways, from gathering, honoring, and celebrating the impacts and importance
of her work.

In June we didn’t have any many meetings due to a variety of events and
vacations, but we were able to talk about and strategize events and tabling
opportunities to look towards for the remainder of the summer along with
going into the fall. I am looking forward being able to reconnect with you all
in July as we’ll be able to meet twice, and be on the lookout for a training or
two coming up! Thank you also to everyone who came to our ice cream social
last week!

July:

As I mentioned above, I am planning on at least one of our team meetings
this month a training, as we’ve got some new and old faces joining our team
now, and I want to make sure everyone is on the same page.

I will email folks prior to let people know which date I'll have the training,
and if you want to recieve (more) emails from me, you can just reply to this
email and let me know if you want to be added to our Clean Transportation
Google group so you get alerts and calendar invites for our upcoming
meetings and trainings.

This July we are also working on identifying school districts that have
received electric school buses, and figuring out when they will be deployed
and how to help school districts with the deployment. If you need a refresher
on which districts have received electric school buses (or are unsure if yours
did) feel free to check out this map the Environmental Law and Policy Center
created for us. If you do see your district on here and you want to get
involved and help us in supporting the deployment of your buses, please let
me know! We are always looking for ways to tap in and support!

I'm excited to see everyone again at our July meetings after our break in
June. With all of the not so great stuff happening in the world, our team
gives me a bit of needed hope, and I'm looking forward to what we can get
done in July.

In Solidarity,
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Sonita and Briana with MN350 Clean Transportation Team

Lots of Ways to Stay Connected!

Join us for our upcoming Clean
Transportation Team Meetings:

4 July gth, 2025 6:30-7:30pm - Come
in person or join online!

% July 30th, 2025: 6:30-7:30pm -
Come in person or join online!

Sign me up!

4 Funding Opportunities We Cannot Miss! 4

Although the Minnesota Department of Commerce program is now closed, keep
your ears peeled as we hope to hear which districts are selected by the fall!

{¥ Electric Buses in the News ¢

& "Lawmakers pass $700 million bonding package funding water, road projects
across state”: Read more about the bonding bill that did pass in Minnesota this
year.

& "Tucked inside budget bills, some key provisions passed as part of Minnesota's
new budget”: News story covering the budget bill that passed in June.

¢ "Minnesota's Budget Process": Article explaining how passing the Minnesota
budget works.

Want to continue to receive the It's Electric Monthly Newsletter?
This is our Clean Transportation monthly newsletter, It's Electric! You are receiving this newsletter because,
in the last year, you've either taken action, come to an event, or attended a clean transportation team

meeting.

You will receive this newsletter on the final Monday of each month where we will be recapping what
happened this month, and what is to come along with any other news or updates.
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If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please let us
know.

You + MN<350

= climate justice
- DONATE

ENE

{{Disclaimer}}

MN350
4407 East Lake Street
Minneapolis, MN 55406
United States

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please
(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews).
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