
Dear {{FirstName or 'Friend'}} , 

Happy Spring! I hope you got a chance to get outside and enjoy the nice
weather last Friday before the cold hit again. As we continue into (hopefully)
sunnier days, we have a lot of exciting work to look forward to here on the
Clean Transportation team.

Right now the Minnesota Department of Commerce has another round of
grants open for electric school buses, so our team is back at school board
meetings! In March, we gave public comments at St. Paul, Hopkins, and
Eden Prairie’s school board meetings. We also plan to attend St. Louis Park's
meeting in the upcoming weeks. Our team encouraged these districts to
apply for the MN Department of Commerce’s electric school bus funding,
since this grant can cover 80-90% of the cost of an electric school bus. This
makes a new electric bus less expensive than a new diesel bus (assuming an
electric bus costs ~$400,000 and a diesel one costs ~$140,000 [Source
here])

Are you interested in electric buses for your district? Here is the webpage you
can send to your school board members about the MN Department of
Commerce funding. Feel free to join our next team meeting and we can go as
a group to your school board meeting as well!
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See Sonita’s update section below for more information on our school district
work and the upcoming bonding bill we are also supporting!

March: 🍀 🏀

I am not very knowledgeable about basketball, but it’s been a bit of March
Madness with all the school board meetings we’ve been able to knock out this
month!

To start off, thanks to our team at MN350 Action- we've been able to get both
a House File (HF 1652, Carroll) and a Senate File (SF 1888, Port) co-
authored and signed. All that's left is a hearing and (fingers crossed) they
pass a bonding bill this session. This session is flying by, with the first and
second deadline being this Friday, but luckily since our bills are going
through the Capital Investments Committees- that deadline does not apply to
our bill, meaning we still have time! 

Thank you so much to everyone who was able to make it to the variety of
different school board meetings. This month, we were able to attend 3 (!)
different meetings, including our first time going to Saint Paul Public Schools
and our second time visiting Eden Prairie and Hopkins School Boards. 

While attending each one of these school board meetings, each one of us had
the same ask: to have the school district apply to the Minnesota Department
of Commerce’s Electric School Bus Equipment RFP. 

If you can’t make your school board’s meeting or want to get in contact with
your district, you can check out this tool Health Professionals for a Healthy
Climate created. All you have to do is look up your school district, and the
email will automatically generate itself. This program covers, at a minimum,
80% of the costs of the electric school bus, charging infrastructure, or
administrative assistance. This is not only even more generous than the
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EPA’s program, but additionally, this is the most inclusive and widest
prioritization range. 

You can see exactly how much your school district would save right here. Did
you know that one diesel school bus costs around $100,000? Granted, an
electric school bus costs $400,000, but with this RFP, many districts we’ve
spoken to would have to pay less than $80,000, which is less money than a
diesel school bus.

So, as a point, you can reference if you were to talk to your school district,
remind them that if they are going to replace some of their old school buses
anyway, why don’t they save money and purchase an electric school bus
through the Minnesota Department of Commerce Program for less of the
price than a smell diesel school bus.

It would feel like absolute March madness if they were to miss out on this
opportunity! (Sorry, I’m done now with the bad jokes.) 🏀🦑

 April: 🌎 🌦

April is a busy month for us, and Mother Earth has lots of different
organizations and individuals celebrating and showing up for climate-
including MN350! 

Join me at MN350’s Earth Day event happening on April 19th from 12-3 pm
at the El Rio Vista Recreation Center in Saint Paul. Fingers crossed, there will
be an electric school bus there, and you know that’s where I’ll be! You can
sign up for the event using this link.

 

Additionally, we will potentially be going to the St. Louis Park, Minneapolis
Public Schools, and Fridley Public Schools school board meetings this
month. If you live in any of these districts, please let me know, and I’ll send
you the dates we’ll be going!

If you are interested in attending your own school district school board
meeting and it hasn’t been listed above, please reach out to me! I would love
to coordinate with you on finding a time and setting up a meeting. Feel free
to email me sonita@mn350.org, and we can get the word out. 

12/9/25, 5:29 PM Preview - It's Electric Newsletter March 2025

https://email.everyaction.com/EmailMessage/PreviewMessage/81c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7 3/7

https://mn350.org/events/earth-day-2025/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn350.org/events/earth-day-2025/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn350.org/events/earth-day-2025/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn350.org/events/earth-day-2025/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
mailto:sonita@mn350.org


                                                     ✨ ✨ ✨ ✨

Do you have plans on Earth Day? No? Then join us at First Avenue on April
22nd! We have partnered with critically acclaimed drag artist Pattie Gonia in
her show SAVE HER!, a drag show all about climate change and solutions. 

The show also features a cast of drag kings and queens including VERA!,
Sequoia, Nini Coco, Jacob Ostler + local drag performers who will leave you
saying ,“it’s getting hot in here”. This show is coming off a sold-out run on
the West Coast, and Pattie is excited to bring this show back to the Midwest,
where they were born and raised!

 We’ll be holding giveaways to provide tickets + meet and greet (4 total) on
our social media, so keep your eyes peeled and like that post once you see it. I
am so excited to show up in support as other environmental and queer
nonprofits will also be in attendance, and MN350 is going to get a shoutout.
I’ll be there, and anyone who is interested, I’d love for you to join me. You
can either purchase tickets online or sign up for our giveaway! 

 

Thank you all for supporting electric school buses and joining us in
encouraging school districts to add electric buses to their fleets. I hope we
can all enjoy some better weather and more electric school buses in
Minnesota in the upcoming months!

In Solidarity,

Sonita and Briana with MN350 Clean Transportation Team
 

Lots of Ways to Stay Connected!

Join us for our upcoming Clean
Transportation Team Meetings:
 
⚡April 2nd, 2025: 6:30-7:30pm,
Clean Transportation Team Meeting
(MN350's Office or Virtual) 
 
⚡April 16th, 2025: 6:30-7:30pm,
Clean Transportation Team Meeting
(MN350's Office or Virtual) 
 

April 19th, 12-3pm, MN350 Earth Day
Celebration! 
Sign Up Link 
 
April 22nd, Pattie Gonia: SAVE HER!:
Tickets 
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Sign me up!

 

Encourage your school board and state
representatives to support ESBs in
Minnesota!

Email to representatives
supporting ESB funding in
Minnesota!
Send your school board
information about the MN
Department of Commerce's ESB
funding

 

 

⚡Funding Opportunities We Cannot Miss!⚡

🗣Email to representatives supporting ESB funding in Minnesota!

🗣Email to school districts supporting ESB deployment in Minnesota!

The EPA funding is slowly unthawing, but we don't know if it will freeze back over
again, or if it will ever all be accessible again. This is why it is so important to let
your representatives know in Washington DC that electric school buses matter to
you and Minnesota. 

🗣 Make Your Voice Heard! 🗣
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🤓 Minnesota Department of Commerce

🔊There were 2 rounds of funding in 2024, and now we've got another round!

🔊The RFP is open now and closes on May 13th, 2025. It's a packed application,
however, so it's important to start the necessary documents and conversation as
soon as possible. 

 

 

🗞️ Electric School Buses in the News 🗞️
🗞️"Minnesota school districts get $5.5 million to buy electric school buses":
Check out which MN school districts received funding for Electric School Buses
from the last EPA grant round.

🗞️“Electric School Bus Application for Equipment deadline 5/13/25":
Minnesota’s Clean Energy Resource Teams (CERTs) summary of current MN
funding for Electric School Buses (ESBs). Check out their website for other great
information on ESBs and renewable energy in MN.

🗞️“Electric School Bus Grants”: MN Department of Commerce’s website about
their current round of funding for ESBs. Read it for the scoop on funding your
school district could receive!

 

Want to continue to receive the It's Electric Monthly Newsletter? 
 
This is our Clean Transportation monthly newsletter, It's Electric! You are receiving this newsletter because,

in the last year, you've either taken action, come to an event, or attended a clean transportation team
meeting. 

You will receive this newsletter on the final Monday of each month where we will be recapping what
happened this month, and what is to come along with any other news or updates.

 
If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please let us

know. 

 

12/9/25, 5:29 PM Preview - It's Electric Newsletter March 2025

https://email.everyaction.com/EmailMessage/PreviewMessage/81c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7 6/7

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JXIwpIx-8_JxXoSGAr2K8quJh7IEoIzn/view?usp=drive_link&emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JXIwpIx-8_JxXoSGAr2K8quJh7IEoIzn/view?usp=drive_link&emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.pca.state.mn.us/news-and-stories/epa-grant-to-fund-electric-school-buses?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.cleanenergyresourceteams.org/electric-school-bus-application-equipment-deadline-5132025?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn.gov/commerce/energy/consumer/energy-programs/esb-grant-program.jsp?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn350.org/donate/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://mn350.org/donate/?emci=82c79c37-930d-f011-90cd-0022482a9fb7&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


{{Disclaimer}}
 

MN350
4407 East Lake Street

Minneapolis, MN 55406
United States

If you believe you received this message in error or wish to no longer receive email from us, please
(Unsubscribing is not supported in previews).
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